PROBLEM OF LIFE AND SRI AUROBINDO

attached to it, which will unfortunately altogether tend to
pervert Sri Aurobindo's meaning. The superman to him is no
magnification of the egoistic man, however great. It is qualita-
tively a new value in evolution, involving a complete supersession
of the present egoistic consciousness, which, as we have said
above, is divisive and exclusive. Supermind, the term we used
to represent the consciousness of superman, is, on the other
hand, intuitive, involving a perception of the spiritual unity of
all reality. It is divine consciousness itself and the superman
is an angel or god. A race of such supermen is in the making,
affirms Sri Aurobindo, and the dream of a kingdom of heaven
on earth will virtually come true. The present man, ignorant
and grieving, is going to be replaced by a higher man, who will
possess light, love and power. Such is the great message of hope
and fulfilment which Sri Aurobindo has to offer to the world.

In recent times, more revolutions, social, political and
economic have been packed together than has perhaps ever been
the case in the past. Ours is the age of slogans and 'isms'.
And we wonder if we are better for all or any of them, while
each claims to be a panacea for all our ills. Sri Aurobindo's per-
ception in this connection is very clear. According to his diagnosis
the real cause of all our ills is our 'humanity', the egoistic mode
of our consciousness. That consciousness itself does not permit
us to see and recognise our real common good, that is ^vhy all
our unities have to take the form of pacts and adjustments of
give and take.  A consciousness which would see the real
identity in our existence alone could solve the differences of
to-day. All our so-called solutions, though good in a way, appear
to Sri Aurobindo as merest palliatives. He is, therefore, not
interested in them and instead seeks the most radical of the
radical solutions ever sought in history in aiming' at a change
in the mode of consciousness itself which is the real ultimate
cause of our troubles and differences. This is bound to strike
the reader as impossible, but it is ]ust this 'impossibility' that
Sri Aurobindo has been at, in perfect seriousness and earnest-
ness, and confidently looks forward to the realisation of the
imagined heaven on this very earth.

But what is going to be your' contribution to this great
change, Sri Aurobindo will ask and the reader perhaps will
inquire, how is this epochal transformation going to be effected?
Well, Yoga is the instrument of this change. Sri Aurobindo has
naturally been long at testing and improving this instrument
and in his comprehensive exposition, entitled "The Synti "^"


